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The NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage embodies the 
radiant enthusiasm of the United States as a new nation and features 
the goal of liberty and justice which inspired the achievement of 
independence. The design and the legends were derived from the 
1783 U.S. patterns arranged for the United States by Robert Morris 
as Superintendent of Finance and developed primarily by Benjamin 
Dudley as the master craftsman.' The rays emanating from the Eye 
of Providence toward a constellation of 13 stars were adapted from 
the emblem designed by Francis Hopkinson and first used on the 
face of the $40 denomination of Continental Currency paper money 
issued pursuant to the April 11, 1778 Resolution of the Continental 
Congress.” The legend, NOVA CONSTELLATIO, was the Latin form 
of the words ‘‘a new constellation’’ used in the June 14, 1777 Resolu- 
tion of the Continental Congress as to the design of the flag. 

Because of a lack of substantial historical data on the background 
of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coppers, the early numismatic 
researchers and writers steadily presented new ideas and findings 
in the hope of reaching sound conclusions. Joseph B. Felt, in 1839, 
mentioned the coins as did Eckfeldt and Dubois in 1842. Charles 
B. Norton advertised and described one in 1857. In 1858 John H. 
Hickcox described both dates of the issue. Eckfeldt and DuBois as 
well as Norton attributed the issue to Massachusetts, misinterpreting 
Felt. Montroville W. Dickeson, in 1859, listed some of their varieties, 
but in 1875, Sylvester S. Crosby presented a classification of their 
dies and combinations which has not been superseded.* 


NOVA CONSTELLATIO or CONSTELLATIO NOVA 


Initially it seems desirable to justify the use of the name NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO rather than CONSTELLATIO NOVA. Prior to 1973, 
numismatic writers, collectors and dealers routinely had used NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO in that word order (Alexandre Vattemare in 1861 
being an exception).‘ Because in 1973, I had republished a short 
item quoting a 1786 English newspaper article which used ‘‘CON- 
STELLATIO NOVA,’’> Walter Breen seized upon this word order 
and supported it in an erudite presentation.° This word order 
change was adopted by a steady stream of others (including myself) 
on the assumption that it was the proper or preferred Latin adjec- 
tival placement and that the position of the eye might control the 
word order.’ My present opinion is that there is unequivocal 
evidence to the contrary and the change might have been an exer- 
cise in scholarly fun rather than being influenced by pedantic think- 
ing. If Breen had been aware of all of the evidence, he probably 
would have changed his mind on the basis of reasons which follow. 


Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 81 


Fig. 1- 


Silver 500 Units without 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO (Unique). 


Silver 100 Units (Two with edge Copper 5 Units (Unique). 
ornaments and one with plain edge). 


The legend NOVA CONSTELLATIO in its circular form on one 
side of the 1000 unit 1783 U.S. silver pattern has one rosette 
centered in the angular space in front of the word NOVA and after 
the word CONSTELLATIO, whereas a similar sized space after the 
word NOVA and in front of the word CONSTELLATIO is blank. This 
clearly shows the intended word order as NOVA CONSTELLATIO. 
In one variety of the 500 unit 1783 U.S. silver pattern there is an 
angular space of about 120 degrees in front of NOVA and after CON- 
STELLATIO compared to a less than 10 degree angular space after 
NOVA and in front of CONSTELLATIO. Just as on the 1000 unit 
piece there is one ornament in front of NOVA and following CON- 
STELLATIO and no ornament following NOVA and in front of CON- 
STELLATIO. In the other variety of the 500 unit silver pattern, a 
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circle of stars replace the legend NOVA CONSTELLATIO. The 100 
unit piece has a similar spacing relationship of the legend to that 
of the first variety of the 500 unit piece but one stop or period close- 
ly follows CONSTELLATIO while another stop is directly between 
NOVA and CONSTELLATIO. The 5 unit 1783 U.S. copper pattern 
has a very large angular displacement in front of NOVA and after 
CONSTELLATIO and an ornament after CONSTELLATIO and before 
NOVA much larger that the stop in the space in front of CON- 
STELLATIO and after NOVA. The spacing and ornamentation on 
all denominations of the 1783 U.S. patterns clearly show the word 
order selected was NOVA CONSTELLATIO and not CONSTELLATIO 
NOVA (fig. 1). 

Samuel Curwen’s diary entry of May 15, 1784, used NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO to describe the 1783 U.S. copper pattern presented to 
him. Rathmell Wilson in a May 28, 1872 letter to John W. Haseltine 
used NOVA CONSTELLATIO in describing the full provenance of 
the two 1783 U.S. silver patterns he had acquired.® 

The subsequent private coinage of copper pieces dated 1783, 
which generally copy the design of the 1783 U.S. patterns, confirms 
the NOVA CONSTELLATIO word order by having a star or quatrefoil 
in front of NOVA and after CONSTELLATIO or CONSTELATIO, 
whereas there is only a single stop or period of much smaller size 
following NOVA and in front of CONSTELLATIO or CONSTELATIO 
(fig. 2). This is also true of the Crosby variety 1-B of that coinage 
dated 1785. As to the other varieties dated 1785, there is no or- 
namentation or punctuation between the two words. The angular 


Fig. 2, 1783. 
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Fig. 3, 1785. 


HE, 


sweep between the two words on all such coppers dated 1783 and 
1785 is more or less equal, eliminating that factor from being deter- 
minative of word order. It has been pointed out that the position 
of the central eye might determine the word order but that is over- 
ruled by the spacing and the ornamentation (fig. 3). 

The evidence of intended word order on the private coppers hap- 
pens not to be as strongly convincing as that on the 1783 U.S. pat- 
terns, but the two groups cannot be treated differently when one 
is copied from the other. 
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Latin grammar allows a choice of word order. 

To show that the NOVA CONSTELLATIO word order was nor- 
mal it is well to point out that in other American coinage of the same 
period, NOVA precedes the noun in the legends NOVA EBORAC 
and NOVA CAESAREA. NOVA EBORACA COLUMBIA is used in that 
order on the Brasher doubloon gold coinage. In commonly used 
geographical names, NOVA ANGLIA and NOVA SCOTIA reinforce 
NOVA as properly and commonly being the first word. If I believ- 
ed in the reversed word order the title to this study might be ‘““COM- 
MENTARII NOVI on CONSTELLATIO NOVA.”’ 


English Publicity 


The first known publicity concerning NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
private coppers in England appeared in The London Chronicle, The 
Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser and in The Public Adver- 
tiser for March 11-14, 1786, as follows:°? 


The American Congress have lately made a copper 
coinage, which is now in general circulation: one side 
of the halfpenny bears the circular inscription, ‘‘Libertas 
et Justitia’’ round a central cypher U.S. On the reverse 
is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed 
“‘Constellatio Nova.”’ 


This technically described those coppers dated 1785, because ET 
does not appear on the pieces dated 1783. An immediate contradic- 
tion of portions of the March 11-14, 1786 commentaries followed 
in The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser for March 16, 
1786:!° 


A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which 
has lately appeared in several papers, respecting a cop- 
per coinage in America is not true. The piece spoken of, 
bearing the inscription ‘‘Libertas et Justitia, & C’’ was not 
made in America, nor by direction of Congress. It was 
coined in Birmingham, by order of a Merchant in New 
York, many tons were struck from this dye, and many 
from another; they are now in circulation in America, as 
counterfeit half pence are in England. 


No further rebuttal in English newspapers seems to have occurred 
so that the accuracy of the corrections seems to have been accepted. 
The original English announcement and its contradiction raised 
several perplexing problems. 
(a) If the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coppers dated 1783 had 
been in circulation when dated or a reasonable time thereafter the 
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matter would not have been newsworthy in March 1786. 

(b) Two pairs of dies were recognized and since at that time only 
types of design rather than specific die varieties were all that were 
referred to, there is no indication as to whether these two types 
were intended to be distinguished by (1) block letters in U.S dated 
1783, or script letters in US dated 1785; or (2) pointed rays or widen- 
ing bifurcated (blunt) outer rays, each type of rays occurring with 
both dates. 

(c) The name of the merchant in New York was not disclosed. 

(d) The amount of the coinage was only roughly estimated by the 
use of the words ‘‘many tons.”’ 


Fig. 4, Gentleman’s Magazine, October 1786. 


The curiosity in England as to circulation of these coins in the 
United States continued when Gentleman’s Magazine of October 
1786, published an illustration of a 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
copper with pointed rays and with US in script letters (fig. 4), along 
with the following description: 


Mr. Urban, Oct. 21, 
OBSERVING in your last Magazine a representation of a 
copper, the coin of the renowned Protector, I beg leave 
to transmit to the public, through the same very enter- 
taining channel, a description of a halfpenny lately struck 
by the United States of America, which, although of a late 
date, will, I presume, be thought no less curious, being 
the first of a kind I have seen in this kingdom. 

Considering the principles that actuated the revolt of 
the English colonies in America, and that which brought 
about the Protectorship in place of a royal government, 
the representations of the two coins would have been 
proper companions, had they met on the same plate: but, 
should you favor my halfpenny with a place in your next, 
I shall esteem it no less fortunate to find them in the same 
volume in your repository. On one side, encircled within 
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a wreath of LAUREL, exceedingly well executed, are the 
letters U S in cypher, surrounded with an inscription, 
LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA; date 1785. On the reverse, in 
the center, is a CONSTELLATION, from which issue 
THIRTEEN illuminated RAYS and between each ray is a 
small STAR, expressive of the THIRTEEN UNITED 
STATES; round these rays and the stars is the following 
inscription: NOVA CONSTELLATIO. The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English coin. 

The United States, as appears by the inscription on the 
front of their coin, have erected the standard of liberty 
and justice. But, from what we have lately heard concern- 
ing American politics, both one and the other, I fear, are 
known only by name throughout that vast, and once 
flourishing, continent. 

Yours, &c. W.B. 


P.S. It is a little remarkable that, contrary to antiquarian 
principles, and the practice of all other states and 
kingdoms. they have adopted the vowel in preference to 
the consonant. 


The writer (W.B.) was comparing the piece to a coin of Cromwell 
as Protector and thought that the NOVA CONSTELLATIO copper 
was an official coinage. He was unfamiliar with the London 
newspaper items published earlier that year. He also promoted his 
Latin scholarship by pointing out that he felt that the vowel U in 
JUSTITIA should have been written as a consonant V QVSTITIA). 
He had an entertaining point of view. 

A further comment in the December 1786 issue of Gentleman’s 
Magazine read: 


Mr. Urban, Nov. 30. 

-In the description of the American halfpenny, p. 868, no 
notice is taken of the central object, which in the plate 
has the resemblance of an eye. Might not the artist design 
to insinuate, that this new constellation of thirteen stars 
was formed by Providence ? W. & D. 


Two years later an engraved copper plate illustration of a 1783 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO copper with pointed rays and U.S in block 
letters was published in the Gentleman’s Magazine for October 
1788, with two separate brief comments (fig. 5): 


Fig. 4 is a new American coin. 
American Halfpenny 
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Fig. 5, Gentleman’s Magazine, October 1788. 
The editor, Sylvanus Urban, did not realize that he had already 
published an example of the coinage two years beforehand. Oddly 
the coin dated 1785 was published in 1786, and the coin dated 1783 
was published in 1788, as a ‘‘new’’ American coin. 


American Newspaper Articles 


During the year 1785, and prior thereto, no American newspaper 
or other reports relating to NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper 
coinage have been located. The earliest publicity in America made 
reference to, but did not mention, NOVA CONSTELLATIO coppers 
by name. It is dated March 13, 1786, and emanated as news in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. It was on the subject of counterfeit 
halfpence and the need for Massachusetts to authorize its own cop- 
per coin. It stated that New York, Connecticut and Vermont had 
authorized copper coinage and ‘‘numbers of them are now in cir- 
culation; they are in general well made, and of good copper, those 
of New York in particular.’’!' Since there was no coinage official- 
ly authorized by New York, this comment must have been refer- 
ring to NOVA CONSTELLATIO coppers which were superior in 
quality to those of Connecticut and Vermont. There was no cop- 
per coinage relating to New York in circulation in 1786, or prior 
thereto, the rare 1786 NEO-EBORACENSIS copper being struck as 
a trial in too small a quantity to have been put into general 
circulation. 

The use of the expression ‘‘now in circulation’’ indicated a re- 
cent introduction and that is corroborated for Connecticut and Ver- 
mont in late 1785 by their first dates of mintage. The so-called New 
York coppers would not have been included with Connecticut and 
Vermont coppers if the New York coppers had not been introduc- 
ed at about the same time. This is additional evidence that NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO coppers first appeared in general circulation in late 
1785 and coincides with the date of the first English publicity. 
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All subsequent American reports on the NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
subject during 1786 are directly or indirectly based upon the English 
newspaper articles previously quoted and none are from informa- 
tion originally gathered in America. Each such rehash of English 
news resulted in several literal errors. These American articles began 
about two months after the first of the English news reports, a period 
sufficient for the English newspapers to reach the American press. 
The apparent errors consisted of substituting Greenwich for Birm- 
ingham as the source of the coppers and substituting ‘‘forty tons’’ 
for “‘many tons’’ as to the amount of coinage from one die pair. 

The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine for 
May 4, 1786, stated:'? 


New-Haven, May 4. 

We are informed, that at Greenwich in England forty tons 
of copper is now coining into half-pence, for the use of 
the American States: on one side an Eye of Providence, 
with thirteen stars; the reverse U.S. for United States. 


This excerpt was rewritten and used by the Massachusetts Cen- 
tinel in Boston on May 10, 1786, but began with ‘‘It is said’’ in- 
stead of ‘“We are informed”’ and changed ‘“‘is now coining’ to ‘‘have 
been coined.’’ It then added ‘‘Better these than that bane to 
honesty—paper money.’’!3 

The Connecticut Current in Hartford on May 15, 1786, copied 
verbatim the May 10, 1786 article in the Massachusetts Centinel. 
The Newport Mercury of May 29, 1786, copied The New-Haven 
Gazette, and Connecticut Magazine of May 4, 1786, with no 
changes. 

These articles introduced the Greenwich source and the forty ton 
quantity. They show no direct knowledge. 

As further proof of press inconsistency the Massachusetts Cen- 
tinel of May 17, 1786, not realizing the newspaper had already 
published NOVA CONSTELLATIO news on May 10, 1786, copied 
the original March 11-14, 1786 London newspaper story verbatim, 
not being aware of the March 16, 1786 London newspaper correc- 
tion. To the credit of the Massachusetts Centinel, however, it add- 
ed a following paragraph describing in detail the 1776 Continental 
Currency coinage in pewter, asserting that it was ‘‘the first money 
struck by Congress in America.” 

The Daily Advertiser of New York, on May 26, 1786, then copied 
the corrected English news of March 16, 1786, naming Birmingham 
as the source and ‘‘many tons’’ as the amount of coinage. 

There probably are more news articles on the subject to be found 
in the American press, but the above group fully demonstrates some 
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carelessness. Not only did American newspapers copy the English 
press with no investigation, but they copied one another in America 
in the same manner, and were sometimes unaware of what they had 
previously printed. 

They left intact the corrected English news source of the NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage. They also indicated the 
coins were something new and therefore newsworthy. 

It has been pointed out by Walter Breen and by Philip L. Mossman 
that 40 tons of copper coin from one pair of dies would be over 
5,000,000 pieces, an impossible feat. Was this to stimulate reader- 
ship by asserting that there was a large specific weight of coppers 
rather than ‘‘many tons?’’ In the Oxford English Dictionary, the 
second definition of the word ‘‘forty’’ is ‘‘Used indefinitely to ex- 
press a large number.”’ As an example of such use, Shakespeare’s 
Coriolanus (Act III, Scene i, lines 243-44) is cited in which Cor- 
iolanus is bragging about his fighting ability by saying ‘‘On faire 
ground I could beat fortie of them.’’ In American colloquial usage 
the expression “‘like forty’’ is cited as meaning ‘“with immense force 
or vigor’’ or “‘like anything.’’ A quotation from Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) reads, “‘I has principles and I 
sticks to them like forty.’’ These prominent usages show that ‘‘for- 
ty’’ is not always used as a specific number but can be used as a 
substantial indefinite amount. The American newspapers were ap- 
parently using such a slang meaning. 

It is surprising that all specific American comment on the NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO coinage took place during the month of May 1786, 
and then seems to have been forgotten. The next mention of the 
coin in print in America seems to have occurred in 1789, when John 
Beale Bordley of Maryland proposed a new coinage system for the 
United States and in describing what had been in circulation included 
the 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO copper coin under the name 
“U.S.” and gave its weight as 145 grains.'4 The part of that coinage 
dated 1785 was not mentioned as date differences were not then 
considered of sufficient importance. 


GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO Comparison 


In 1995, Mike Ringo presented his discovery that certain iden- 
tical number and letter punches were used in preparation of the dies 
for Crosby variety 1-A of the 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO private 
coppers, for the 1783 GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO copper (fig. 6) and 
for some English and Irish counterfeit halfpence.'* This is par- 
ticularly evident in the deformed 3 in the date of the two first men- 
tioned pieces. He also shows that stylistically some of these coins 
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BEEP LEY 


Fig. 6, Georgivs Triumpho 1783. 


have similar features. There is virtually no possibility that the dies 
for the GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coppers would have been prepared 
in America because pieces of satirical coinage in the category of eva- 
sion halfpence which were extensively produced in England and 
Ireland with humorous and unofficial legends had no American 
raison d’etre.° 

Some difference of opinion has existed as to what message the 
GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coppers were intended to convey. It is ob- 
vious that the 1783 date corresponds with the date of the Treaty 
of Paris ending the American Revolution but it was then an amus- 
ing and obvious double entendre to be vague in indicating which 
George won, George Washington or George III. The reverse device 
is also deliberately ambiguous. The enclosure of 13 vertical bars is 
intended to be subtle with the fleur de lys on each of the four cor- 
ners of the enclosure. This design represents the 13 former English 
colonies and the assistance the French gave to the United States dur- 
ing the American Revolution. Behind the enclosure is a female figure 
with a sprig in one hand and a staff in the other. If it were a figure 
of free America there should be a liberty cap on the top of the staff 
and if a representation of Britannia a trident on top of the staff. The 
top end of the staff has a slight bulge leaving a choice as to whether 
the enclosure is protecting a figure of free America or is restraining 
Britannia. 

The interrelationship of the GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coinage and 
the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage is important 
evidence of the English production of both coinages. If the 
GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coinage is of English manufacture then this 
is another reason not to challenge the English source of the NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage since some of their 
characteristics are the same. 

The GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coppers were said to have circulated 
first in Georgia, then Virginia, next in Jamaica and later in 
Florida.'’ No factual support for these comments has been found 
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for their first promulgation and, therefore, they should not be ac- 
cepted without further justification. 

It is of interest to note that the GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coinage 
spells its motto VOCE POPOLI in Italianate style instead of using 
VOCE POPULI which is more appropriately spelled on the 1760 Irish 
halfpenny tokens. Similarly by error an L is omitted in CON- 
STELATIO in the 1783 obverse variety 3, such die being reused on 
the 1785 obverse variety 1. 

The date 1783 on the GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO coins appears to 
be used to correlate with the legends and devices rather than be the 
date of their production and circulation just as the NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO private coppers dated 1783 appears to be copied from 
the 1783 U.S. patterns rather than be the date of their production 
and circulation. 


A Change of Artisans 


When variety 1-A of NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coppers is 
compared to other 1783 varieties it can be noted that variety 1-A 
is independent in punches and in quality of workmanship. There 
is a major die defect in the NOVA CONSTELLATIO obverse variety 
1, there being a large raised line running under TI and into the adja- 
cent O and having small dentils extending from one side of it. Of 
the many examples of this coin which are known, all have this 
defect. It appears to have been caused by a hardened gang punch 
for small dentils having fallen accidentally on an unhardened com- 
pleted NOVA die. The resulting shape of the defect is not curved 
sufficiently to have been caused by a gang punch usable for the die 
on which it fell, but the punch seems to have been made for some 
larger coin or medal. 

The NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage other than 
1783 variety 1-A is of superior die and planchet quality. This im- 
provement indicates a change of artisans and may have been 
demanded by the purchasers or by happenstance. This could have 
easily occurred in Birmingham where many diesinkers were at work. 
The past assertions that Thomas Wyon or a member of that highly 
skilled Wyon family working in Birmingham was responsible for 
the improvement seems justified but so far is without the extent of 
proof which researchers seek. 

In 1965, Robert A. Vlack stated that the Thomas Wyon attribu- 
tion was valid because identical letter punches were used on other 
British made dies known to be cut by Thomas Wyon for American 
coppers with various other legends and dated 1785, 1786 or without 
date. Bushnell merely uses the name Wyon. Crosby credits Thomas 
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Wyon with the die-related IMMUNE COLUMBIA pieces and Breen 
credits George Wyon III.'8 

In what he calls ‘‘An Exercise in Fact and Supposition,’’ Everett 
T. Sipsey in 1965 asserted that ‘‘three definitely and four possible’’ 
letter punches used on the 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO variety 
Crosby 2-B and on the NOVA EBORAC variety Crosby 1-A were 
identical, but this position should be disregarded as it seems to be 
without foundation. He also alleges that the reverse of the 1785 Ver- 
mont copper coinage and the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private cop- 
pers had ‘‘almost identical device punches,’’ a self destructive com- 
ment. While die punches might have been brought from England 
to America this statement was the result of wishful thinking arising 
from an effort to Americanize the production of the latter 
coinage.'? Unfortunately, supposition was apparently favored over 
fact in these situations. 


Vermont Coinage Relationship 


Vermont copper coinage also furnishes evidence relating to the 
period when the first NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage 
was brought from England to America. Vermont coppers were 
originally authorized on June 15, 1785, but the legislation was 
modified on October 27, 1785, to reduce the weight of copper con- 
tent (fig. 7). The first Vermont coppers were struck with the lower 
weight standard. That coinage did not take place until after October 
27, 1785, but the first dies could have been prepared at any time 
after the original June authorization. The Vermont coppers com- 
menced with Green Mountain obverses, three varieties dated 1785, 
followed by another three dated 1786. The reverse dies featured 
Vermont’s desire to be recognized as the fourteenth state, using 
“STELLA. QUARTA. DECIMA.”’ in that order as shown by the place- 
ment of stops between the words on the reverses of coppers dated 
1785 (not 1786). The device had the Eye of Providence with 13 sets 
of rays and 13 stars, but it might have been better promotion for 


Fig. 7, Vermont 1785. 
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Fig. 8, Vermont 1786. 


Vermont to have used 14 sets of rays and 14 stars in its design. It 
is important to note that the three reverses of the 1785 Vermont 
Green Mountain coppers (Bressett A, B, and C) have widening bifur- 
cated rays and the two reverses of the 1786 Vermont Green Moun- 
tain coppers (Bressett D and E) have pointed rays (fig. 8). There were 
no widening bifurcated or blunt rays on the 1783 NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO U.S. patterns prepared by Benjamin Dudley, only 
pointed rays, and, therefore, the Dudley patterns could not have 
influenced the first Vermont reverse designs unless there were aban- 
doned alternate Dudley drawings (no drawing of any design is 
known). 

The widening bifurcated long rays on the three reverses of the 
1785 Vermont coppers are similar to the widening bifurcated long 
rays on obverse 3 of the 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO coppers (iden- 
tical to obverse 1 of the 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO coppers). A 
major difference between them however is that the three reverses 
of the 1785 Vermont coppers have 13 short bifurcated rays whereas 
the obverse of 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO variety 3 has 26 short 
separated linear rays. 

The chronology of the use of the widening rays on the first Ver- 
mont coinage makes it reasonable to conclude that William Coley 
of New York, the first Vermont diesinker, saw an example of the 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage with widening bifur- 
cated rays before making the 1785 Vermont dies rather than vice 
versa. This must have occurred in the latter part of the year 1785, 
a time frame which coordinates with the March 1786 English 
newspaper accounts of the appearance of the NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO private copper coinage in America and which takes in- 
to account the normal delays of a personal trip or sending mail or 
dispatches by trans-Atlantic shipping to England. It follows that the 
pointed ray design on the 1786 Vermont Green Mountain coppers 
was copied from one of the 1783 or 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
pieces with a pointed ray design.”° 
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In the September 26, 1787 entry in the diary of Rev. William 
Bentley of Salem, Massachusetts, there is a description of the NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO private coppers (using CONSTELLATIO NOVA in 
that word order) and attributing the coins to the authority of Ver- 
mont. This error was obviously caused by the similarity of the 1785 
and early 1786 Vermont reverses to the NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
obverses. 


The Design Goes to England 


As to how the examples of or designs for NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
coins came to England in time to be copied for the private produc- 
tion of those coppers, one need only realize that at least three of 
the 1783 NOVA CONSTELLATIO Robert Morris patterns did actually 
go to Britain. The 5 unit 1783 copper pattern was described in an 
entry on May 15, 1784, in the diary of Samuel Curwen (originally 
from Salem, Massachusetts) who as a sincere Tory was living in 
England and was presented with the coin by ‘‘a young Bartlet [sic],”’ 
a merchant from Salem, Massachusetts, who had just come from 
America.”! Whether the messenger was a relative of Josiah Bartlett, 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence for New Hampshire and 
a dedicated and politically powerful patriot, is not ascertained. Josiah 
Bartlett was in New Hampshire at the time. 

One of the two 100 unit 1783 U.S. patterns with a decorated edge 
first appeared in a Scottish auction in 1884, and was previously un- 
published and new to numismatists. It had been found in a London 
pawn shop. The 100 unit 1783 U.S. pattern with a plain edge sur- 
faced as part of the John G. Murdoch collection when it was auc- 
tioned by Sotheby in England in 1903, and was previously unpublish- 
ed and unknown to American numismatists.?? 

The three above described 1783 U.S. patterns which first appeared 
in Britain after being struck in Philadelphia had not remained with 
the 500 unit and 1000 unit patterns which the family of Charles 
Thomson, the first Secretary of the Continental Congress, had re- 
tained and which came into the numismatic market in 1872 through 
John W. Haseltine. Crosby, in 1875, knew that a5 unit U:S. pattern 
had existed and that a 100 unit U.S. pattern probably existed, but 
had no information on any of the three 100 unit pieces. 

Thus a decorated edge 100 unit U.S. pattern and the plain edge 
100 unit U.S. pattern could easily have been sent to England by 
Robert Morris or by anyone to whom he had given their possession. 
These and the 5 unit piece were the lowest denominations in the 
pattern series and thus were of insignificant intrinsic value and im- 
portance. There seemed to be no effort for the ownership of the 
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1783 U.S. patterns to be retained by the United States as Charles 
Thomson and his heirs handled the 500 and 1000 unit pieces as per- 
sonal belongings without concern or challenge. The period when 
the 100 unit pieces could have been sent to England could easily 
have been more or less contemporary with the sending of the 5 unit 
piece to Curwen in 1784. 


The IMMUNE COLUMBIA Combination 


The 1785 IMMUNE COLUMBIA coinage is tied into the NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage and is helpful in showing 
the English source of the private coinage as well as reinforcing the 
conclusion that the 1783 dated NOVA CONSTELLATIO pieces were 
produced in 1785 (fig. 9). Three varieties of NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
private coinage obverse dies were used in combination with the 
known IMMUNE COLUMBIA die (Crosby obverses 2 and 3 of 1783 
and obverse 3 of 1785) for experimental copper coinage and not 
made for production purposes. 


Fig. 9, Immune Columbia 1785. 


On the known 1785 IMMUNE COLUMBIA die (referred to by 
Crosby as the reverse), the graceful seated female figure of an in- 
dependent Columbia or free America holding a flag is a very skillfully 
cut device and carries out the same symbolism as the LIBERTAS 
JUSTITIA legends on the private copper reverses. To convey the 
idea of LIBERTAS, there is substituted a liberty cap at the top of the 
flag staff and for JUSTITIA, there is substituted an equal arm balance 
held in the left hand of the female figure. The dies for NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO pieces with the LIBERTAS JUSTITIA reverses must have 
been cut prior to the pieces with the known IMMUNE COLUMBIA 
reverse because the former were copies of the 1783 U.S. patterns 
and the latter were not. Apparently the IMMUNE COLUMBIA pieces 
were made with the hope of obtaining a coining contract from the 
United States. The known IMMUNE COLUMBIA die was brought or 
sent to the United States about 1787 and was used at Machin’s Mills 
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in combination with an American made counterfeit British halfpenny 
as well as a crude Vermont obverse die. These resultant copper coins 
were poorly struck, perhaps deliberately to avoid simple 
recognition. 

The superb quality of the known IMMUNE COLUMBIA reverse 
die was far beyond the skill of any American diecutter and thus was 
obviously of English production as the only alternative. Being used 
in coinage combination with some NOVA CONSTELLATIO obverses, 
one must conclude that the cutting of those NOVA obverses was 
also done in England.” Crosby felt so strongly about it that he at- 
tributed that die work to Thomas Wyon. 

Heretofore only one IMMUNE COLUMBIA die has been recogniz- 
ed in genuine IMMUNE COLUMBIA coinage. In investigating that 
coinage for its NOVA CONSTELLATIO relationship, it was observ- 
ed that another genuine IMMUNE COLUMBIA die had also been us- 
ed. One of those uses was in combination with a genuine NOVA 
CONSTELLATIO die which was also heretofore unrecognized. The 
differences between each of these two newly recognized dies, and 
the dies similar to them, are set out in Appendix 1, along with the 
characteristics of the false dies attributed to Dr. Francis S. Edwards. 

The newly recognized genuine NOVA CONSTELLATIO die has 
not been observed in combination with any LIBERTAS JUSTITIA or 
LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA reverse die. 

The existence of two genuine IMMUNE COLUMBIA dies and the 
existence of a new NOVA CONSTELLATIO die seems to require a 
restudy of all such strikings in copper, silver and gold, whether over 
host coins or not, whether with or without decorated edges, and 
including casts, electrotypes, forgeries made from cut dies, forgeries 
made from dies created by transfer from genuine or false coins, or 
a combination of both. Hopefully this research will soon be 
undertaken. 4 


1786 NOVA CONSTELLATIO Coppers 


The few examples of the crudely struck 1786 NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO coppers from poorly prepared dies and planchets have 
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caused many to believe that they may be counterfeit (fig. 10). While 
this may be true, it is also possible that a less skilled artisan (even 
an inexperienced Wyon), in 1786, undertook the work in anticipa- 
tion of obtaining a further order of coppers from the original pur- 
chaser of the prior pieces. The 1786 pieces do not affect the facts 
and observations as to the NOVA CONSTELLATIO pieces dated 1783 
or 1785. 


1785 Counterfeit NOVA CONSTELLATIO 


The counterfeit 1785 NOVA CONSTELLATIO is much cruder than 
the 1786 pieces.2> The 1785 counterfeit maximizes errors by omit- 
ting the E in LIBRTAS, by having only 12 sets of rays and 12 stars, 
by the leaf stem joinders pointing counterclockwise instead of 
clockwise and by having two stops after the word CONSTELLATIO 
and before the word NOVA. Its style indicates American manufac- 
ture (fig. 11). 


Fig. 11, 1785. 


Who is the Merchant? 


In the March 16, 1786 issue of Morning Chronicle and London 
Advertiser, as previously quoted, it is stated that the NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO private copper coinage was ‘‘by order of a Merchant 
in New York.”’ The identification of that person was apparently first 
proposed in the handwritten numismatic notes of Charles I. Bushnell 
of New York, which Crosby quoted and which are lost. The notes 
change the purchaser’s description from ‘‘Merchant’’ to 
‘“‘gentleman.’’ Gouverneur Morris since then has been widely ac- 
cepted numismatically as the most likely candidate and no one has 
been proposed in his stead. 

The fact that Gouverneur Morris was neither a merchant nor in 
New York has been clearly pointed out.?© Gouverneur Morris 
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(1752-1816) was a well educated descendant of an aristocratic seven- 
teenth century American family which had built and lived in a man- 
sion house named ‘‘Morrisiana’’ on the north shore of the junction 
of the Harlem and East Rivers in what now is the Borough of the 
Bronx in the City of New York. Gouverneur Morris was devoted 
to the cause of independence and served as a representative of New 
York to the Continental Congress (1777-79) in Philadelphia, where 
he remained to practice law. In February 1780, he wrote and had 
published in Philadelphia, a series of essays on finance. When Robert 
Morris became Superintendent of Finance of the United States from 
1781 through 1784, Gouverneur Morris became his assistant and 
was the ghost writer of the January 15, 1782 coinage report of 
Robert Morris. Gouverneur Morris was listed in the first Philadelphia 
city directory of 1785, as living on Market Street, between Second 
and Third, and at no time from 1783 through 1785, was he living 
in New York. He even represented the State of Pennsylvania in the 
United States Constitutional Convention of 1787, and participated 
in the debates. He was known primarily as a public servant, an 
economist, and a lawyer but never as a merchant. 

Gouverneur Morris’s visits to New York from Philadelphia were 
infrequent but in January 1786, he went to New York for the funeral 
of his mother and remained there until March 1786, when he again 
returned to Philadelphia. He developed a desire to buy Morrisiana 
and return to New York, but having insufficient funds to do so, he 
undertook to negotiate a loan for a down payment from James 
McComb of New York, who was a business partner of William Edgar. 
Edgar and William Constable, both friends of Gouverneur Morris, 
had married sisters. Gouverneur Morris completed the purchase of 
Morrisiana from his brother, Staats Long Morris, subject to a mort- 
gage, on April 4, 1787, and moved to New York. He soon changed 
his mind and left New York for Europe in December 1788, on 
private business and pleasure and did not return for nine years.” 
Thus the terms ‘‘merchant’’ and ‘‘New York’’ could not properly 
have been applied to Gouverneur Morris at the time when they were 
used in the English press in March 1786. 

With the full research cooperation of Elizabeth M. Nuxoll and 
Mary A.Y. Gallagher, coeditors of The Papers of Robert Morris, 
William Constable is the best candidate for the purchaser and 
distributor of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage 
who has been located. On May 10, 1784, Robert Morris, Gouverneur 
Morris and William Constable formed a ‘‘joint Copartnership as Mer- 
chants,’’ under the name of William Constable & Co., to operate 
in a ‘‘House of Commerce at New York,”’ with William Constable 
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to conduct the business. The capital for each partner was set at 
£5,000 in Pennsylvania currency in specie at 7 shillings 6 pence per 
Mexican Dollar for a total of £15,000 Pennsylvania currency. Each 
Morris signed the agreement in the presence of Joseph Stretch and 
Robert Heysham, both employees of the U.S. Finance Department 
in Philadelphia. Robert Morris advanced the capital for Gouverneur 
Morris. William Edgar advanced the capital for William Constable. 
The full text of the agreement is added as Appendix 2 to this study 
and the original is in the manuscript archives of the New-York 
Historical Society. John Rucker of London was added in the docu- 
ment as a partner in June 1784, and the name of the firm changed 
to Constable, Rucker, & Co. Unfortunately the letter book and ac- 
counts from late 1784 through 1786 seem to be missing and only 
a few documents from that period have survived; none relate to 
coinage. Rucker left for France about September 1784, and promptly 
thereafter established himself in England where he worked for the 
firm until his death in 1788, when he was visiting New York City. 
The New York office of the firm operated at Constable’s residence 
on Great Dock Street (now Pearl Street) and later on Mill Street (now 
South William Street). 

If one has to make a decision based upon circumstantial evidence 
to determine the identity of ‘‘a merchant in New York,”’ it would 
be William Constable of the firm of Constable, Rucker & Co. because: 


(a) William Constable & Co. described itself as “‘Mer- 
chants’’ to operate a ‘‘House of Commerce at New York.”’ 
(b) William Constable was the principal executive of Con- 
stable, Rucker & Co. (the immediate successor of William 
Constable & Co.) at its office on the waterfront in New 
York City. 

(c) John Rucker was the resident partner of the firm in 
London and in a position to handle a coinage contract 
in Birmingham. 

(d) Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris (no family rela- 
tionship) each had a major ownership interest in the firm. 
(e) Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris had worked 
together closely on coinage and other monetary problems 
for many years in Philadelphia for the Government of the 
United States and otherwise and on January 15, 1782, had 
presented an extensive coinage report under the name 
of Robert Morris. 

(f) Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris were fully 
familiar with the profits in importing counterfeit copper 
halfpence into America. 


100 Eric P. Newman 


(g) Robert Morris had such confidence in his friendship 
with Gouverneur Morris that Robert Morris had loaned 
to Gouverneur Morris the funds for his capital in the firm 
and wanted to find income sources for Gouverneur Mor- 
ris who had minimal assets. 
(h) Robert Morris, having been in charge of the 1783 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO U.S. pattern project, would have 
no reason to relinquish the coins or their designs to 
anyone else for use in a private profit making coining 
enterprise without participation in the decision. 
(i) Robert Morris, in spite of his work for the United States 
as Superintendent of Finance from 1781 through 1784, 
had reserved the right to operate a private world-wide 
trading business from Philadelphia, which was then under 
the name Willing, Morris & Swanwick. The previous prin- 
cipal trading partnerships of Robert Morris had been 
Samuel Inglish & Co. and prior to that Willing & Morris. 
If he had wished to undertake a copper coinage opera- 
tion in his current partnership he could have done so. 
(j) Robert Morris must have felt that others including 
Gouverneur Morris would be needed to make it successful 
or were deserving to share in it. Perhaps he wished to 
avoid an open participation in a private coinage project 
because of his previous official connection with the 1783 
NOVA CONSTELLATIO U.S. pattern coinage. 
(k) The time frame for Constable Rucker & Co. opera- 
tions and the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper 
coinage overlaps completely from May 1784 through 
1786. 
(1) The Bushnell suggestion that Gouverneur Morris 
ordered the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coins 
seems to be only a partial error because Gouverneur Mor- 
_ fis was actually one of the participating partners. 


As a Host Coin 


After NOVA CONSTELLATIO coins, along with other halfpence 
size coppers, had lost their normal circulating value beginning in 
the middle of 1787, several varieties of NOVA CONSTELLATIO cop- 
pers were used as planchets or as host coins for Vermont, Connect- 
icut and New Jersey coinage dated 1787 and 1788. Such use has been 
extensively detailed in Philip L. Mossman’s Money of the American 
Colonies and Confederation. It is curious to note that John H. 
Hickcox, writing in 1858, stated as to the NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
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pieces dated 1783, ‘‘they were frequently struck over other cop- 
pers,’’ when he apparently intended to say exactly the opposite. 


Conclusions 


(A) NOVA CONSTELLATIO is the correct name of both the 1783 
U.S. Patterns and the private copper coinage, and not CON- 
STELLATIO NOVA. 

(B) One or more examples of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO 1783 U.S. 
patterns (probably not a drawing of one) was sent to England 
for copying. This occurred in late 1784 or the early part of 1785, 
after the North American mint project was abandoned. 

(C) The NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage was minted 
in Birmingham, England and not Greenwich, England, or 
elsewhere. 

(D) NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coinage dated 1783 was not 
coined or circulated in 1783 or 1784. No one would strike cop- 
per coinage in 1783 or 1784 and hold it for distribution until 
late 1785. 

(E) The date 1783 on the first NOVA CONSTELLATIO private 
coinage was copied from a pattern coin submitted to the Birm- 
ingham diesinkers rather than using the current date of 1785 
when the dies were cut. 

(F) The amount of NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coppers coined 
was ‘‘many tons”’ but can be only roughly estimated now from 
average die life, host coin use and survivorsrhip of examples. 

(G) The NOVA CONSTELLATIO 1783 die variety 1-A is the work 
of a different diesinker and coiner than other such coinage dated 
1783 and all 1785 dated coinage. 

(H) The NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coinage dated 1783 was 
struck by the middle of 1785 and the coinage dated 1785 follow- 
ed in due course as production continued. Mossman shows that 
planchet weight deviation for 1783 dated coinage was reduced 
by the time the 1785 dated coinage was prepared. 

(I) The first publicity of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coinage 
circulating in America took place in England on March 11-14, 
1786, and was a fresh news dispatch, letter or personal delivery 
from America, having taken normal winter trans-Atlantic ship- 
ping time before arrival. 

(J) The inclusion in the English article concerning the alleged 
authorization by the American Congress of the NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO copper coinage was immediately corrected by 
someone in England who was very familiar with the English 
source of the private coinage. 
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(K) The American publicity on NOVA CONSTELLATIO private 
coinage in May 1786, only attempted to repeat the English 
publicity of March 1786, introducing inaccuracies and adding 
nothing pertinent. 

(L) The timing of English publicity on NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
private coinage showed that it was in American circulation in 
reasonable quantity in late 1785. 

(M) The Vermont copper coinage reverses on pieces dated 1785 
were substantially copied about October 1785 from NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO private coinage (1783 3-C and 1785 1-B) brought 
or shipped to New York at that time. The Vermont reverses on 
Green Mountain pieces dated 1786 were copied a few months 
later from other NOVA CONSTELLATIO private coinage. 

(N) The New York merchant best qualified to be the person who 
ordered the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper coinage was 
William Constable of New York City,”* the principal operating 
executive of the firm of Constable, Rucker and Co. in which 
Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris were partners, each hav- 
ing a 25% ownership interest. 

(O) The belief of Charles I. Bushnell that Gouverneur Morris was 
the merchant or gentleman who ordered the NOVA CON- 
STELLATIO private coppers was unreliable because Bushnell was 
unaware that Gouverneur Morris had any fractional beneficial 
interest in the operations of Constable Rucker & Co. 

(P) The 1786 NOVA CONSTELLATIO coinage was the work of a 
much inferior diesinker and coiner than the pieces dated 1785, 
leading to the belief that such 1786 coinage was either an- 
ticipating an order as part of the private coinage enterprise or 
was prepared for an unauthorized or counterfeit issue. 


Acknowledgement 


This study began in 1958, resulting in publications by the author 
in 1960, 1972 and 1973, attempting to carry the project forward. 
For this current segment I am grateful for the helpful cooperation 
of Kenneth Bressett, Frank Campbell, Robert Dubinsky, Mary A.Y. 
Gallagher, Michael J. Hodder, Wayne K. Homren, John M. Kleeberg, 
Philip L. Mossman, Evelyn E. Newman, Elizabeth M. Nuxoll, The 
Papers of Robert Morris, Mike Ringo, Thomas Serfass and Harvey 
Stack. Any supplementary material or ideas which are made available 
by others will be more than welcome. 


Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 103 


' Sylvester S. Crosby, The Early Coins of America (Boston, 1875), pp. 307-12; 
Walter Breen, Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins 
(New York, 1988), pp. 113-16. 


2 Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America (Iola, WI, 1990), pp. 45, 
46, 54. 


3 Joseph B. Felt, Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency (Boston, 1839), 
p. 206, n.; Jacob R. Eckfeldt and William E. DuBois, A Manual of Gold and Silver 
Coins (Philadelphia, 1842), p. 141; John H. Hickcox, An Historical Account of 
American Coinage (Albany, 1858), pp. 76-78; Charles B. Norton, Norton’s Literary 
Letter, No. 2 (Philadelphia, 1857-58), p. 41; Montroville W. Dickeson, The American 
Numismatical Manual (Philadelphia, 1859-), pp. 91-93; Crosby (above, n. 1), pp. 
331-33. 


4 Alexandre Vattemare, Collection de monnaies et médailles de l’Amérique du 
Nord de 1652 &@ 1858 (Paris, 1861), Second period, item 5. 


5 Russell Rulau, editor, and Eric P. Newman, contributing author, ‘‘Morris Blazes 
Trail with Patterns,’’ Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 1972, pp. 598-609; Eric P. 
Newman, ‘‘RF-52,’’CNL 38 (1973), p. 422. 


6 Walter Breen, ‘‘Constellatio Nova [TN-46],’’ CNL 41 (1974), pp. 453-55. 


7 Philip L. Mossman, Money of the American Colonies and Confederation: A 
Numismatic, Economic and Historical Correlation, ANSNS 20 (New York, 1993); 
Michael J. Hodder, ‘“‘More on Benjamin Dudley, Public Copper, Constellatio Nova’s 
and Fugio Cents [CS-3],”’ CNL 97 (1994), pp. 1447-50; Eric P. Newman, ‘‘Were 
Counterfeit British Style Halfpence dated 1785 Made Specifically for American Use,”’ 
ANSMN 33 (1988), p. 205; Breen, Encyclopedia (above, n. 1), p. 117-18; various 
auction sale catalogues. 


8 Crosby (above, n. 1), pp. 311, 312. 


9 Rulau and Newman (above, n. 5), p. 602; Newman, CNL (above, n. 5), p. 422; 
Breen, Encyclopedia (above, n. 1), p. 117. 


10 Text republished in the Daily Advertiser (New York) May 26, 1786; The 
Historical Magazine (Morrisiana, NY, 1869), vol. 5, p. 118; AJN 1872, p. 20; Eric 
P. Newman, “‘The Source of the Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage,’’ Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine 1960, p. 6; 1972, p. 602. 

'! Repeated in Essex Journal and Massachusetts and New Hampshire General 
Advertiser of March 29, 1786; Newport Mercury of March 17, 1786; See Newman, 
NSM (above, n. 10), p. 7. 


“i Crosby (above, n. 1), p. 331; Newman, NSM (above, n. 10), p. 7. 


104 Eric P. Newman 


13 4JN 1894, p. 105; Newman, CNL (above, n. 5), p. 402. 
14 Mossman (above, n. 7), pp. 297-301. 
15 Mike Ringo, ‘‘The Georgivs Triumpho Token,’’ CNL 100 (1995), pp. 1515-20. 


16 Listed as No. 232 in James Atkins, The Tradesmen’s Tokens of the Eighteenth 
Century (London, 1892), p. 390; Eric P. Newman, ‘‘American Circulation of English 
and Bungtown Halfpence,’’ Studies on Money in Early America, Eric P. Newman 
and Richard G. Doty, eds. (New York, 1976), pp. 151-53. 


17 Robert A. Vlack, ‘‘The Washington Coppers of 1783,’’ CNL 52 (1978), p. 651; 
Mossman (above, n. 7), p. 198. 


18 Robert A. Viack, Early American Coins, 2nd Edition Johnson City, NY, 1965), 
p. 77. See Breen, Encyclopedia (above, n. 1), p. 118, for broadening the identity 
of the diesinkers to George Wyon III and his sons, Thomas Wyon and Peter George 
Wyon. 


19 Everett T. Sipsey, ‘‘Dies by Wyon, An Exercise in Fact and Supposition,’’ CNL 
16 (1965), pp. 13-17 [154-59]; 17 (1966), pp. 27-31 [168-72]. See also Walter Thomp- 
son, ‘“The Mint of North America and its Coinage,’’ Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
1959, pp. 2709-17. 


20 Mossman (above, n. 7), p. 183; Breen, Encyclopedia (above, n. 1), p. 61. 


21 The Papers of Robert Morris, Nov. 1, 1782-May 4, 1783, Vol. 7 (Pittsburgh, 
1988), p. 741, n. 6. See Andrew Oliver, editor, The Journal of Samuel Curwen; 
Loyalist (Cambridge, MA, 1972). 

22 John J. Ford, Jr., Coin World, January 9, 1980, interview; Breen, Encyclopedia 
(above, n. 1), pp. 113-16. Richard Margolis, ‘‘A Scottish Pedigree Revisited,’’ CNL 
91 (1992), p. 1297; Stack’s, May 1, 1991, pp, 25-28. 


23 See Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Oct. 1, 1980 (Garrett, Part 3), 1332-35. 


24 See Crosby (above, n. 1), pp. 313, 371, pl. 10, no. 27; Richard D. Kenny, “‘Struck 
Copies of Early American Coins,’’ Coin Collector’s Journal 1952, p. 12; Eric P. 
Newman, ‘‘George Washington’s Unique 1792 Pattern in Gold,”’ Studies on Money 
in Early America, Eric P. Newman and Richard G. Doty, eds. (New York, 1976), 
pp. 207-8; J. Bruce Jackson, ‘“‘Immune Columbia Patterns and Mules,”’ The 
Numismatist 1992, pp. 54-60, 95-96. 


25 Breen, Encyclopedia (above, n. 1), p. 90. 


26 Hodder (above, n. 7), pp. 1447-50. 


27 William A. Davis, ‘William Constable: New York Merchant and Land Speculator, 
1772-1803," Ph.D. dissertation, Harvard University, 1955; Donald G. Talby, 
‘Chapters from the Career of William Constable, A Merchant of Post-Revolutionary 
New York,’’ Ph.D. dissertation, Rutgers University, 1961. 


Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 105 


28 William Constable was subsequently a principal in the promotion of a sale to 
a French group of a large tract of New York land called Castorland. That group, in 
1796, arranged for the Castorland token to be issued. See Theodore E. Leon, “rhe 
Castorland Token,” The Numismatist 1919, p. 150 and Victor Morin, ‘‘Castorland,”’ 
The Numismatist 1924, pp. 717-20. 


Eric P. Newman 


106 


‘gq Jo 14811dn jo ‘gq jo 14811dn jo ‘gq JO aseq jo 
SpIs YJ2] YIEM JuT] UT sued ayeos JO dO], = apts 19] YIM JuT] UT sued aTeos Jodo], ~397U99 YIM UT] UT sued aTeds Jo doy, 


‘WN U99M19q ‘WO 14813dn 
aovds 0) 8unutod psemdn sy) pur sul] = "WW JO 1438IIdN yo] 02 sqUTOd pu sUuTT =a]: 01 SUTUTOd UMOP sadojs put duTT 
aseq 0} Jay[esed 1Ou ayes BSUIPjOY WAY aIseq 0} JaT[eJed st aTeOs BUIPJOY WIY dIseq 0} [aT]eIed JOU Jes SUIP[OY WIYy 


‘OcI -d ‘uaaug ‘IC-GI[[ Uaarg a1d aujnuayd pazjusorsay Ajman 
ILE -d ‘92 ‘OI ‘1d ‘Aqsora ‘9€ ‘BY ‘98I -d ‘bS-€¢ 
Auads0q spavmpy ‘S' *4d s8Uf ‘7I€ ‘d ‘7€-0€ ‘LZ 1d AqsoaD 


aid aujnuay umouy (ysnojaaig 


NOSIMVdWOO JIG VIAWNTOO ANQWNWI (V 


$a1q paz1usozay (jnan 


I xipuoddy 


107 


Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 


"8 jo 
IPIs Ya] JOMOy] pur Jaddn 3zvIj3 pynom 
pJeMUMOP du] JJOd Jo uoNeNUTUOD 


"L jo 
won0q jo a3pprm sisoddo jnusq 


‘L Wus0ef 
-P¥ S¥ |} SE DIEP JO Yo] JWIWeUIO IsIL] 


‘TEOTIIA 
JO 14813 (Sh IsOW]E sIURIS ¢ JO YOON 


‘¢ Jo doi Mojaq [Te 1sOW]Y pur 
dep JO IY4BII 0} JUDWIVUIO JUO ATUOC 


‘2uITINO pa 
-SI¥I JID SvY IJeS JO 9[8UKIDII JoUUT 


‘a0eds yey) JOAO JUS 
-eUJO YM puUe dI¥p Joye poliod ON 


‘2AOqE 
Jeq 0} Jayyesed Ajyenqta ajep jo doy 


“YIP 
Si uvY) JajvaI3 ded AqJaqry JO 1319 


‘peay Jo do} 0} asoyo AJaA 9 


‘g JO OPIS Ia] J9MOT 9z¥IB pynom 
PpseMuUMOPp dul] JJod Jo uoNnENnUuNUOD 


ge 
WI10}10q JO apIs yore a31soddo sjnusq 


‘I W990 
-e{pe JO a]ppru saoqe Isnf{ syutod pur 
UIY) SI dep JO Yo] WoWwrUIO ISI 


‘TEONIOA 
JO 14317 ,O€ INoWe sjULIS ¢ JO YOON 


*¢ JO do} aaoqe st 
dep JO IYSII O} UONLIJUIWIEUIO JO JTeH 


‘QUIPNO ps 
-SIeJ JvIJO svY IJes JO J[8uKIDII JouU] 


‘QUp Jaye pols, 


QAO" IJeq 0} JANILIII 
14311 03 UMOP sadojs aI¥~p Jo doy 


“Ips 
sit uvy) JoqvaI3 deo Aqaqry Jo 1y8IDH 


‘pray jo do} 0} asojd AIaA 9D 


‘'g JO OPIS Ya] JOMO] 9zeIS pynom 
pJeMuUMOP dul] 3Jod Jo uoNeNUNUOD 


"L jo 
wo0q jo 3[ppru susoddo jnusq 


‘T 99 
-efpe JO a]ppru saoqe sn{ squlod puv 
UIy) SI aIeVp JO Yo] WoUTeUIO IsSITJ 


‘yy31Idn jsowyE ¢ JO YOON 
"¢ jo 
do} sa0qe Apysiis spusixd JUDUTeUIO 


puoosas pur ¢ Jo doi Mojaq AjasNUS st 
d1ep JO IYBIF 0} sJUIWILUIO OA JO ISIT] 


‘QUIPINO Pastel OU 
svy PUL IL]J SI aes JO J[8uLIDII J9UUT 
‘ep Joye pod 


‘2aoqe Jeq 0} JaT[vsed aivp Jo doy 


‘WYySIoy su UY) JoprMm deo Aqyoqry] 


‘pvoy jo do} pur 
9 JO WOIN0g Ud9MI19q d9eds aaeNbopy 


‘$19119] 
qusoel[pe us9M}9q padeds AqTTenbo st | 


‘JEWIOU SI VAON UI V JO Jilas 148Iy 


‘§ Jo Apoq Jaddn jo apts yay] jo 
19] PUIIXS 10U SIOP SF JO JIJIS JOMOT 


‘[eJUOZIIOY YF JO Jeq [esUID 


‘pusso] 
poamno ur paoryd Ayjewsou q Jo doy, 


Eric P. Newman 


‘92 ‘OI ‘1d “ILE “d ‘dqsosd 
Msass0q spavnpy ‘Sd ‘Ad 


"SIINI] ‘O 1299 
qusoulpe usdMI9q paodeds Ajjenba st] = -ef[pe 03 UKYyI | WIde[p¥ 0} J9SOJD SI | 


"431d 01 Ivy 
00} Spud}x9 VAON UI V Jo jiJas 143IY = -[EWIOU SI VAON UI Y Jo jiJas 143rYy 


‘§ Jo Apog saddn jo apts aay jo ‘§ Jo Apog saddn jo apis 

Ya] PUIIXS 10U S3OP §¢ JO JIIIS IAMOT =: 1J9]_- JO IO] SPUDIXD § JO JIJOS JAMOT 
‘Y431J 0] UMOP sadojs q JO Jeq JeNUaD ‘[eOZzIIJOY FY JO Jeq [eNUaD 
‘pussa] “$J9NI] 


paamns ul paoryd Ayjewsou q Jo doy i uadvl[pe 01 dANvaI MOT st ¥ Jo dol 


‘6IIT Uaasg Sp4om Usanjag 
€S “BY ‘7I€ d ‘TE ‘8 1d ‘ol “BY UOPIDIUIUDUAC OU GIN 
puv C8ZI fo € ‘ou ‘zee -d Aqsorp aid aujnuay paziusorsay (jnan 
aid umouy 4v11u4g5 1SOWKW 


NOSIXVdWOO AIG OLLVTIA.LSNOOD VAON (G 


108 


109 


Nova Constellatio Copper Coinage 


‘A JO uONIJOd JOMOT 
1 SUTe Jes JsaIvIU JO JIOd JpIsINO 


“"VAON JO ON U29M)9q 29eds 
Iv SUTe Jvys ISsaIv9U JO IUIOd apIsINO 


“‘yasus] 
Jewsou jo T] UO sjeIUOZIJOY WON0g 


‘A JO uONIOd JIMOT 
1 SUTTe JvIS JSaIvaU JO JUIOd SpIsINO 


‘VAON UI N JO apis 14813 
1 SUTe IvIS IsaIvIU JO JUIOd apIsINO 


“yisuz] 
JewsOU JO TT] UO sTeIUOZIIOY WON0g 


‘A Jo doi Jo apis 34313 
Iv SUITe JvIS JsaIvaU JO JWIOd SpIsINO 


“VAON JO ON U99MI0q 20"ds 
Iv SUITY J¥}S Isd9IvIU JO JUTIOd apIsINO 


‘Buoy A] 
-jewsouqe TT] UO s[eJuOzZJOY WoON0g 


110 Eric P. Newman 


Appendix 2 


Articles of Partnership, Robert Morris, 
Gouverneur Morris and William Constable 


May 10, 1784 


Be it remembered that Robert Morris, Gouverneur Morris, and 
William Constable, through a mutual Confidence in each other, have 
enterred into a joint Copartnership as Merchants, under the firm 
of William Constable & Company; the said Partnership to commence 
on the day of the Date hereof, and to continue for Seven Years 
thence next ensuing, if the Parties shall live so long, and be mutual- 
ly content to continue the same. And they have thereupon settled 
the following Articles or Conditions. 


Article Ist 


Each of said Parties shall advance and putt into the Stock of this 
House the sum of Five thousand pounds Pennsylvania Currency in 
Specie, at the rate of seven shillings and six pence for a Mexican 
Dollar, which Sum making in the whole Fifteen thousand Pounds 
shall be the trading Capital of said Copartnership. But as the whole 
of the said Capital is not immediately necessary, each of the parties 
shall putt into the Hands of William Constable his Note to William 
Constable & Co. for the said Sum, and the same shall be paid as the 
Business may require. 


Article 2d 


The said trading Capital or Stock shall be employed by the said Wm 
Constable in a House of Commerce at Newyork in such lawfull Com- 
mercial Business and Adventures as shall be mutually approved of 
by the said Parties. 


Article 3rd 


A sett of Books shall be provided at the Expence of the Copartner- 
ship in which shall be kept by the said William Constable regular 
and fair Entries of all the Business, and Accounts of the said Com- 
pany; He being to account fairly and honestly for all the Dealings 
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and Transactions of said Company, and also for all Monies and 
Goods which they may receive and all Debts which may become 
due to them during the term of this Agreement. And He shall settle 
the Cash Account at least once a Month, and Balance the Books at 
the end of every year. 


Article 4th 


The other Parties shall always have full and free access to all the 
Books and papers relating to this Concern, and no Adventure shall 
be undertaken, or purchase or Sale made which shall be objected 
to by either of the Parties; and the said Wm. Constable shall furnish 
the said Robert Morris every Month with a Copy of the Waste Books. 


Article 5th 


The said William Constable shall conduct the said business to the 
best of his skill and Abilities for the Interest and Honour of the Par- 
ties, and shall not during the continuance of the Copartnership 
engage in any Business other than what shall appertain thereto, or 
be for the benefit thereof. 


Article 6th 


The said William Constable shall annually draw out of the Cash of 
the said Company Four Hundred and fifty pounds money aforesaid 
as an Allowance towards the extra Expences of House keeping oc- 
casioned by his being resident where the Business of the House is 
transacted, which Sum together with the rent of Stores, Clerk hire, 
Stationary, and other incidental Expences attending the Business 
shall be charged to Profit and Loss in the Company’s Books, and 
be equally borne by the Parties hereto. 


Article 7th 


Each of the Parties shall be paid a Dividend of Seven Hundred and 
fifty pounds of the Money aforesaid annually for their Subsistence 
from the Cash of the Company; the Sums so paid to be charged to 
the respective Accounts of Stock of the Parties in the Company’s 
Books, but the said Dividend shall arise only upon the actual 
payments of Money made on the Notes abovementioned, and in pro- 
portion to such actual payments. And it is further understood that 
neither of the said parties, except the said William Constable, shall 
draw the full amount of the said Dividend if the profits shall not 
be sufficient for the payment thereof, but in such Case they shall 
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only draw in proportion to such Profits, so as not to reduce the 
Capital Stock. 


Article 8th 


All Commissions arising or to arise from Consignments, Orders or 
Business done or transacted of any kind whatsoever by the said 
William Constable for the said Company, as well as all Profits, 


Article 9th 


If either of the Parties shall choose to decline or dissolve the Copart- 
nership before the expiration of the term of Seven Years, He shall 
be at liberty so to do after giving notice of his intention and desire 
to the other Parties at least twelve Months before, at the end whereof 
and not before or without such previous notice the Partnership shall 
be dissolved, as it also shall be upon the Death of either of the Par- 
ties hereto, unless that upon the Death of the said Robert Morris 
He should direct by his will that the said Partnership be continued 
to the end of the term for the benefit of his Heirs or any of them, 
and it shall be agreeable to the other Parties to continue, in which 
Case the said partnership shall be continued, notwithstanding the 
Death of the said Robert Morris. 


Article 10tb 


At the termination or dissolution of said Partnership, no new Con- 
tract, Adventure, purchase, or undertaking shall be made or engag- 
ed in, but all the Accounts and Business of the Company shall be 
closed as soon as the nature and Circumstances of the Business will 
admitt; and after payment of all just Debts of the said Company the 
remainder of the Monies, Stock and Effects shall be equally divided 
as fast as the Circumstances will permitt amongst the said Parties 
Viz one third to each of them, or their proper legal Representative; 
and in like manner in Case of Loss the same shall be equally borne; 
it being understood that all Losses, Charges and Expenses of the 
Company are to be brought to the Debit of Profit and Loss Account 
each Year, all Commissions, Profit and Gains to the Credit of it; and 
the Account of Profit and Loss is to be ballanced by charging or 
Crediting, as the Case may require, the Stock account of each party 
with one third of the Balance of the said Profit and Loss Account; 
whereby it will be seen each Year how far the Stock of the respec- 
tive Parties is encreased, or diminished. 
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Article 11th 


In Case of the Death of William Constable before the termination 
or dissolution of the Copartnership, the surviving Partners shall at 
the joint Expence of the Partnership employ some capable, carefull 
and responsible Person (to be approved by the Executors or Ad- 
ministrators of the said William Constable) to wind up and close 
the Affairs of the Copartnership, and after paying the just Debts to 
make due Division as aforesaid. 


Article 12th 


The said parties shall each of them exert his outmost Abilities to 
fulfill the Engagements by Him above stipulated, so as to promote 
the true Interest of the Copartnership. And for the due performance 
of the said Engagements Each of the said Parties doth bind Himself, 
his Heirs, Executors and Administrators in the penal sum of Twen- 
ty thousand Pounds Current money aforesaid. 

In Witness whereof the Parties to these Presents have hereunto 
interchangeably sett their Hands and Seals this tenth Day of May 
in the Year of our Lord One thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty 
four 


Sealed and Delivered Robt Morris 
In the presence of Gouv Morris 
Jos: Stretch Wm. Constable 


Robt Heysham 


Articles of Copartnership 
Inter. Robert Morris 
Govr. Morris 
Wm. Constable 


and 
John Rucker dated 10 June 1784 
to continue 7 Years from that date 
Octo to Dec 88 ... 381 
The Year 1789 ... 1441 
D------- A eee 1282 
Jany to Aug 1791.. 1600 
4704 


& 1600 per A 


